Characteristics of the Gifted Student

Example Course Requirements

Course Description

This course provides an overview of the characteristics and needs of gifted
children. Participants will be involved in advanced study of the research related
to the cognitive, social, emotional, and achievement characteristics of gifted
students from diverse populations. The knowledge gained in this course will
serve as the foundation that will allow participants to better understand how to
specifically address those needs in the classroom.

Gifted Assignments:

Interview: (Individual) — Participants will be required to conduct an interview
with a professional currently working in the field of gifted education in Georgia.
This would preferably include a gifted coordinator or gifted resource teacher, but
may include any individual working in the field of education having regular
contact with gifted students and who is involved in identification and instructional
responsibilities. The interview must include the questions below, as well as four
more total questions created by the interviewer. Questions and answers must
be typed, along with a brief (1 page) reflection regarding the interviewer’s
thoughts after the interview, such as surprising answers, ideas with which the
interviewer agreed, more questions that might have arisen, etc.

Identification
1. How are students identified for gifted services at the (choose your
level of focus — elementary, middle, high) level in Georgia and in
this district?
2. How do you fit into this process? What are your responsibilities?
3.  What are some of the primary issues that have arisen during this
identification process?

Provision of Services

1. What delivery options are available for gifted students in this
district?

2. What are the advantages and drawbacks to the way in which
gifted services are currently offered?

3.  What is your role in providing for the needs of gifted students?

4. Inyour opinion, what is my (the interviewer’s) role in providing for
the needs of gifted students?

Special Populations
1. How are gifted students from special populations (“twice
exceptional” — gifted students with special needs) addressed in this
school system?



At-Risk Presentation: (Group Project) - Choose an area of at-risk-gifted and
present information that will teach us what we need to know about these
students. Include data gathered from at least three references. You are the
“resident expert” for the class. Provide a bibliography with a summary of the
articles you used as a reference or a copy of the presentation for the class.

Historical Presentation: (Individual project) - Choose a historical figure that is
recognized today as gifted in some way. Describe his/her life, background,
schooling, family situation, etc. What are this person’s successes and/ or
failures? What giftedness do we recognize in this person today? Determine if this
person would have qualified for the gifted program according to the current
criteria for placement in the gifted program.

Movie Assignment: (Individual) - Watch a movie about a gifted person that is

thought provoking. Write a summary of the movie including the following.

Characteristics of the person that indicates their giftedness.

What are their strengths and weakness?

Where do you think the person’s giftedness comes from?

What problems did the person face because of his/ her giftedness?

What problems did the parents face in dealing with his /her giftedness?

What stereotypes of gifted people were present in this film? Were there

other stereotypes?

How did other people in the film react to the gifted person? (Peers, sibling,

mentor, teachers, etc.)

h. Were there mentors? If so how important were they? What was their role
in relation to the gifted person?

i.  What pictures of gifted children do you think audiences would go way with
after viewing the film?
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Movie suggestions (There are many others)
e Finding Forester
e Little Man Tate
e Searching for Bobby Fischer
e Akeelah and the Bee
e Good will Hunting
e A Bug’s Life
e Dead Poet Society
e Elizabeth

e Ferris Bueller's Days Off

e Finding Neverland

e Holes

e Mr. Holland Opus



Case Study of a Gifted Student (Individual/ Group)

Write a case study identifying a problem in the field of gifted education. For
example: reasons why gifted children sometimes underachieve. Loosely base
your case study on actual people and events but do not use real organizations or
people names. Your case study should include the following:

Name of Case Study

Develop Questions for the Case Study

Describe and Explain the Situation (4-6 Paragraphs Plus Any Documents
Relevant to the Case)

Answer the Questions found at the beginning of the case study.

Evaluate your case study (no more than 3 paragraphs) based on your
perspective of whether the issue in gifted will have lasting effects on
society

Article review: (individual) - Review the following article: “Nation deceived:
How Schools Hold Back America brightest students.” Your review should be no
longer than 5 pages. You should include a brief summary of the important parts;
however most of your review should be a reflection about how this influences
gifted students. The website for this: http://www.nationdeceived.org/

Creativity Assignment: (individual) - Choose an area of creativity to research
and read at least three articles/ chapters from professional publications. Turn in
bibliography with a summary of each article. Be prepared to share this
information in an informal class discussion.

Journal: (individual) — Completion of biweekly reflections based upon personal
and professional experiences, session readings, and Journal prompts is
required. All Journals have a minimum length of 250 words. These journal
topics will be used to help stimulate classroom discussion.


http://www.nationdeceived.org/
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